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ERCIM Working Group

„Dependable Software-Intensive Embedded Systems“

Minutes of the Meeting at Centre de Recherche Public Henri Tudor, Conference Center, Luxembourg-Kirchberg, Nov. 4th  , 2003, 14:00– 18:00
(Actions and decisions are marked by bold and italic.)
Agenda:
0. 
Welcome by CRP Henri Tudor and ERCIM,

Agenda, apologies 


Introduction of new members, minutes of last meeting

1. EU Framework Programme 6: report on activities around FP6 (DECOS proposal, other proposals of the second Call) - all members ! DECOS Interest Group (about 80 members now), DECOS Dissemination subproject

2. Short member presentations on their current work and interests:

a) Reza Razavi, University of Luxembourg

b) Wan Fokkink, CWI, NL

c) Erwin Schoitsch, ARC Seibersdorf research (DECOS)

d) Any other presentation (SynERJY?)

3.
Proposal for detailed work programme: 


Workshop, position papers, guidelines, standardization, joint papers ? Visibility, Participation in Conferences and Workshops ? (Euromicro, EWICS, SAFECOMP, DSN 2004… ) – How can member involvement be utilized for ERCIM ?

4.
Possibilities for mobility and fellowships (please prepare a statement concerning your country/institution) – example: PhD thesis Univ. of Luxembourg (Nicolas Guelfi) – University of Linz

5. Shared Workspace: http://bscw.gmd.de (Axel Poigne) – Usage ? Experience ? How to download documents ?

6. Inclusion of overseas members, corresponding members


 (e.g. Gopal Chandavarapu, Bosch, Palo Alto, CA, USA)

7. AOB, next meeting

The meeting was opened by ES at 14.00
Present:

Erwin Schoitsch (ARC Seibersdorf research, AT) (ES)
Amund Skavhaug (NTNU, NO) (AS)
Wan Fokkink (CWI, NL) (WF)

Djamel Khadraqui (CRT, Lux)

Axel Poigne (Frauenhofer AIS, DE) 

Reza Razavi (Universite de Luxembourg)
0. Welcome by CRP Henri Tudor and ERCIM, Agenda, Minutes:
Djamel K. gave a short presentation of CRT.

The agenda was approved.

Apologies from Guelfi, Simoncini, Girault, Issary, Norström, Markatos, Bilas, Giandomenico.

Short presentations/introduction of all members present.

A discussion of how, who and when we could meet in future followed.

The minutes from last meeting were presented orally by AS, written version to be distributed in short time after this.

ES showed us the membership status (12 members, and one applying for corresponding membership) and made a point of the fact that the meetings are open ! (I.e. open to more persons from any member or member nation, guests and corresponding members)
1. EU Framework Programme 6: 
ES gave an intermediate report on activities around FP6, status, possible future co-operation, deadlines respectively dates for evaluation, hearings and decisions.
ES reported on this. Less IPs were reported than expected in Call 2, Embedded Systems Strategic Objectives (20 IPs, not 30-40 as expected, 5 NoEs, 76 STREPS (!!), 3 Concerted Actions).
ES explained the grading system used for FP6, the necessary grades one must reach to accesss the hearing status, the limits of the budgets etc etc.

DECOS activities were started nearly 2 years ago, and has had to reduce the number of partners to a large degree. (from 120 interested to “less than 20”, now it is 18.)

A similar process happened with NoEs. A number of initiatives had failed now also due to implicit requirements (e.g. DEFINE, DESIRE). 

2. Short member presentations

2.1 - Wan Fokkink, CWI: “Embedded Systems Group at CWI”
Develop and employ Formal Methods to increase SW Quality and dependability. Report on Industrial projects (add controls – embedded controllers, Thales, Euro-Interlocking (railways), Philips, Ericsson, ITEA project with Nokia, DaimlerChrysler, GMD-Fokus usw.) and project proposals to ESA, MoD, STW (Interlocking Systems) usw.
Now all Phd are funded on projects. From his experience, he will never try another IP proposal (to do it himself) (slides will be sent as .pdf to ES and AS)

2.2 - Axel Poigne, FhG-AIS:
Two business areas: Knowledge computing, Autonomous robotics, 140 employees.
Autonomous intelligent systems: exploration robotics, traffic micro-simulation, educational robotics, intelligent kinematics and prosthetics

Knowledge Computing: Information mining, e-participation, geo-intelligence

The Embedded Systems Group focuses on synchronous programming (synERJI for embedded software: JAV + synchronous behaviour, a complete environment !) and on OO software architecture (car body electronics, robotics, microcontroller, system integration)

2.3 -  Reza Razavi, University of Luxembourg:
He presented their work on “Engineering Method for Families of Dependable, Software-intensive, Small Size Embedded Systems”, current and future projects. (Mass produced embedded dependable systems, R&D on Dependable, Software-intensive, Embedded System Families). The focus is on component-based, model driven development for embedded, dependable systems. This includes sensors (family engineering !), controllers for mass deployment in critical applications (automotive, industrial control, mobile devices). Slides are available from the author and the chairman.
2.4 - Djamel Khadraqui, CRT:
He presented his project, an experimental platform to receive signals through agents. Starting next month. Agents to resolve conflict situations, features are non-functional requirements in OO development. South-America help project for business mobile applications.

(No slides, send to AS)

2.5 - Amund Skavhaug
He presented the work of the Embedded Systems Lab at NTNU, many projects in different areas, including a teaching lab and remote training methodology.
A full visit had already taken place in the last meeting in June 2003 at NTNU.
3. Proposal for detailed work programme: 
(workshop, position papers, guidelines, standardization, joint papers ? Visibility, Participation in Conferences and Workshops ? (Euromicro, EWICS, SAFECOMP, …. ). How can member involvement be utilized for ERCIM ?
EU-Programmes: Next call, this group should try a NoE

DECOS - can organize workshops, organization (if they succeed )

Focus: Axel finds that we should have a series on specific topics, since we do so many different things.

WF suggest a kind of curriculum - a _sort_ of marie-curie.


Define intersections of interest. 


Define themes, research topics.

This is like ERCIM fellowships. We shall also think about a Marie-Curie type project
ES – has talked with several in Euromicro organization, joint activity would be OK

Djamel -  send AS information

Axel – try TTP stuff with DECOS

4. Possibilities for mobility and fellowships:

Discussion on joint projects or activities.

Statements on possible contributions of country/member: Send to AS afterwards. 

CRT can next year, Wan cannot in 2005 (ERCIM fellowships)

5. Shared Workspace http://bscw.gmd.de (Axel Poigne) – usage ? experience ?

Nobody has used this yet ? (ES has tried, but some problems).
Axel will look at Wicky-web.

ES wants some help for the bscw. Axel suggest the W-Web.

6.  Inclusion of oversea members/corresponding members.
Gopal Chandavarapu, Bosch, Paulo Alto, CA, USA, has asked to be corresponding member.

Decision: This is OK, input expected. 
Action point:

Some must go to the next EU information days, next time we must act in time and as a group.

7. AOB, Next meeting: At ERCIM Spring Meeting (June 2004 ?).
Axel Skavhaug, Erwin Schoitsch






